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“The Threepenny Opera” at Warren Wilson Theatre 

Benjamin Pounds 

On Thursday through Friday, November 15-18, Warren Wilson Theatre will 

present what Newsweek’s Jack Kroll called “The greatest musical ever written,” “The 

Threepenny Opera” in Kittredge Theatre on the Warren Wilson College Campus. 

Kurt Weill and Bertolt Brecht’s radical, innovative musical was first produced in 

Berlin in 1928, a time and place that might be familiar to some from another musical, 

“Cabaret.”  Brecht’s own style of theatre was inspired by the cabaret acts of his times.  

Itself an adaptation of John Gay’s 17th Century British hit “The Beggar’s Opera,” 

“The Threepenny Opera” opened in Berlin, Germany and ran until Hitler closed it and 

Brecht and Weil were forced to flee the country in 1933. In the United States, a 1954-

1961 off-Broadway production set a record for most consecutive performances of a 

musical. Many songs from “The Threepenny Opera,” such as “Mack the Knife,” have 

been covered by such diverse artists as Ella Fitzgerald, Bobby Darren, Nick Cave and 

Tom Waits. 

“The Threepenny Opera” is a musical satire set in a dog-eat-dog London 

underworld of gangsters, prostitutes, the homeless poor and police officers. It follows the  
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efforts of Peacham, the “friend” of London’s beggars to get the police to hang Macheath, 

a notorious criminal, womanizer and husband of Peacham’s daughter, even as a new 

monarch is being crowned. Although Brecht set the original production at the beginning 

of the Victorian Era, Warren Wilson Theatre’s production will be set in the late 1920s 

when the original play debuted.  

Stage direction of the Warren Wilson Theatre production will be by Graham Paul, 

musical direction by Steven Williams and choreography by Julie Becton Gillum. The cast 

and orchestra will include more than thirty Warren Wilson students and staff. 

Director Graham Paul says that by updating the setting to the 1920s this 

production of “The Threepenny Opera” intends to reflect “the political and economic 

instability before the Great Depression, conditions which are disturbingly familiar today.” 

Paul goes on to say, “We seem to be in an interesting time characterized by hypocrisy, 

official corruption, indifference to the poor and a general scrambling after wealth. Could 

there be a better time to do Brecht and Weil’s hilariously cynical musical?” 

Curtain time for “The Threepenny Opera” Thursday, Friday and Saturday 

performances (November 15-17) will be at 8:00 PM. The Sunday, November 18 

performance will be a 2:00 PM matinee. Performances will be in Kittredge Theatre on the 

Warren Wilson College Campus. Tickets are $10 general admission and $5 for senior 

citizens, area students and Warren Wilson College staff. Warren Wilson students are 

admitted free. For reservations and further information call 828-771-3040.  PLEASE 

NOTE:  THIS TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN CONTAINS STRONG 

LANGUAGE! 

 


